
The Tragedy of Coriolanus: 


(t/ths Trim us. Scocna Trim a. 


Enter a Company ofCMutinom Citizens , \mth Staves, 
Clubs, and other weapons. 

i. fittem 

#Eforc wc proceed any further, heare me ipcaKe. 
* All Speakefpe^ke. 
| i. Or, You arc all refolu d rather to dy then 

AIL Refoiu'd,refolu'd. - 

1 Ciu Firft you know, Martins is chietc enemy 

t0 the people* . 

AH Wc know t,wek now t. 

^/.Let vs kill him,and wee'l haue Come at our own 
nricc. Is'ta Verdi & ? 

P U/.No more talking on't; Let it be done,away,away 

2 Cit. One word, good Citizens. 
i Cit. We are accounted poore Citizens, the Patri- 
cians w>od: what Authority turfets one, would rciccuc 

; ifthcy would yccldcvs but the fuperfluitic while it 
w ; r e wholfome, wee might gueffe they relceued ys hu- 
manely : But they thinkc we are too decre, the leanncflc 
thatafflifts vs, the obieft of our mifcry, is as an muento- 
fvt oparticularize their abundance, our fufferance is a 
oaine tothem. Let vs rcuengc this with our Pikes, ere 
webecome Rakes. For the Gods know, I ipeakc this in 
hunger for Bread, not in third: for Reucnge. 

i.Qit. Would you proceedc efpccially agamft Cains 
{JlUrtMs. 

All. Againft him firft; He's a very dog to the Com. 

monalty. . 
1$. Confider you what Scruices he ha s done for his 

Country i 

i.C/f. Very well, and could bee content to giue him 
good report for't, but that heepayeshimfclfe withbee- 
ing proud. 

All. Nay,but fpeak not malicioufly. 
I. Cit. Iiayvntoyou, what he hath done Farnotitlie, 
he did it to that end : though foft confeiene'd men can be 
content to fry it was for hisCountrey,>hc did it to pleafe 
His Motber,and to be partly proud, which he is, eueato 
the alcitudeof hisvertue. 

a.Or. What he cannot helpe in his Nature, you ac- 
count a Vice-in him : Youmuft in no way fay he is co- 
uctous. 

Upt. If[muftnot,Incedcnotbebarrenof Accufa- 
tiofts he hath faults (with furplus)to tyre in repetition. 

Sbowts within. 
What fhowts arc theft ? The other ficfe a'th City is ri'fen: 
Why ftay we prating heerc? To th'Capitoll. 
All. Come,comc. 


1 Cit. Soft, who comes heere? 

Enter Msnemus sigripp*. 

2 Cit. Worthy Menenius tsfgnppa, one that hath al- 
wayes lou'd the people. 

1 Cif.He's one honeft enough,w r old al the reft iverfo. 
Men. What work's n;y Couuirimen in hand ? 

Where go you with Bat3 and Clubs? The matter 
Speak ei pray you. 

z Cit. Our bufiues is not vnknowne to th'Senar> they 
hcue had inkling this fortnight what we intend to do , w* 
now wee'l (hew cm in deeds : they fay pooreSutcrs haue 
firong brcaihs, they fhal know we haue ftrong amis too. 

"Menen. Why Mafters,my good friends, mine honeft 
NeighbourSjWill you vndo your felucs ? 

2 Cit. We cannot Sir,we are vndone already. 
Men. I tell you Friends, mod charitable care 

Haue the Patricians of you for your wants. 
Your fuffering in this dearth, you may as well 
Strike at the Heauen with your (hues, as lift them 
Againrt ihe Roman State,whofe courfe will on 
The way it takes : cracking ten thoufand Curbes 
Of more ftfonglinke afiunder, then can euer 
Appcare in your impediment. Fo^the Dearth, 
The Gods, not the Patricians make it> and 
Your knees co them ( not armes) muft heipe. Alacke, 
You are tranfported by Calamity 
Thether, where more' attends you,and you {lander 
The Hclmes o'th State; who care for you like Fathers, 
When you cuife them, as Enemies. 

2 Cit. Care for vsfTrue indeed, they nere car'd for vs 
yet. Suffer vs to famifli,and their Siore-houfcs cramm'd 
with Graine : Make Edifts for Vfurie , to fupport Vfu- 
rers; repeale daily any wholfome Aft eftablifhed againft 
the rich, and prcuide more piercing Statutes daily, to 
chainc vp and rettraine the poore. IftheWarres eate vs 
not vppe, they wills and there's alltheloue theybeare 
vs, 

Afenen. Either you muft 
Confeflc your felues wondrous Malicious* 
Or be accus'd of Folly. I fiiall tell you 
A pretty Tale, it may be you haue heard it, 
But fince it ferucs my purpofe, I Will venture 
To feale t a little more. 

2 Qti^en. Well, 
He hearc it Sir : yet you mud not think? 
Tofobbecffour difgrace with a tale : , 
But and t pleafe you deliuer. 

Men.Thcvc was a time, when all the bodies members 
Rebell'd againft the Belly; thus accused it : 
That onely like a Gulfc it did rcmaine 
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